302          IMPEACHMENT OP WARBEN HASTINGS.
did pay no regard whatever to the, said representations, nor make any inquiry into the truth of the same, but did accuse the said widow of Bulwant Sing and the Eajah aforesaid of gross presumption for the same; and, listening to the representations of the person accused, (viz., the Eesident Markham,) did continue to confine the said Durbege Sing in prison, and did invest the Resident Markham with authority to bestow Ms office upon whomsoever he pleased.
" That the said Markham did bestow the said office of administrator of the provinces of Benares upon a certain person named Jagher Deo Seo, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary demands of the said Warren Hastings, was obliged greatly to distress and harass the unfortunate inhabitants of the said provinces.
" That the said Warren Hastings did, some time in the year 1784, remove the said Jagher Deo Seo from the said office, under pretence of certain irregularities and oppressions; which irregularities and oppressions are solely imputable to him, the said Warren Hastings.
" That the consequences of all these violent changes and arbitrary acts were the total ruin and desolation of the country, and the flight of the inhabitants: the said Warren Hastings having found every place abandoned at his approach, even by the officers of the very government which he established, and seeing nothing but traces of devastation in every village, the provinces in effect without a government, the administration misconducted, the people oppressed, trade discouraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline.
" All which destruction, devastation, oppression, and ruin are solely imputable to the abovementioned and other arbitrary, illegal, unjust, and tyrannical acts of him, the said Warren Hastings, who, by all